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By educating them on Human 
Rights and Protection and 
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in the hearts and minds of those 
victimized and many new lives 
saved from the fatal 
consequences of FGM and 
HIV/AIDS.  

To conclude, remember that 
reaching out to one person with 
our programmes will indeed save 
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Executive Summary 
 

 

 

 

As we embrace a new year of hope and 
progress for the lives of the most vulnerable 
people in our society. It is worth mentioning 
that the first phase of our project eradication 
FGM and HIV/AIDS through education with 
close collaboration of our partner Bread for 
the world, CORD has unleashed its activities of 
behavioral change by embarking on new 
grounds in far remote areas of Puntland State 
of Somalia.  

However, training of 10 young women 
facilitators was necessary so as to build their 
capacity and engage them smoothly in face to 
face day of dialogues in Galkayo and Bosaso 
beneficiaries regarding FGM and HIV/AIDS. 
Nevertheless, radio debates on (anti-FGM and 
HIV/AIDS)  that shook  the attention and 
curiosity  of  those that had wrong 
misconceptions about PLWA, and allowed 
FGM to thrive in the country were challenged 
on air. So as to contradict their opinions with 
basic facts of how truly Islam sees FGM and 
stigmatizing PLWA. 

Consequently, the training by CORD to the 
Human Rights Volunteers gave them the 
opportunity to acquire more skills so as to 
perform their work more satisfactorily. 
Furthermore, IEC materials (stickers and 
pamphlets) were distributed in many places 
but in particular where crowds of people 
gathered. 

Police officers were given a workshop training 
on Human Rights and Protection in Bosaso so 
as to educate them on the rights of the most 
vulnerable people and protect them from 
harm as well. The police often themselves are 
involved in human rights violations due to lack 
of human rights education.HIV is still posing a  

 

 

 

great threat to our population, those to 
mostly vulnerable or susceptible are those 
that are unaware of its  prevention, 
contraction and where to approach to check if 
someone is HIV positive or negative. 

 Therefore, CORD organized 2 workshops in 
Bosaso to educate people HIVs undeniable 
dangers and how to deal with people that are 
once affected by it. It was expected that 
people would allow PLWA to integrate into 
their lives and treat them as they are or would 
like to be treated, stigma was also addressed 
in the light of what are the root causes of 
stigma? , what are its side affects negative or 
positive?, How to overcome stigma as a 
community, etc.  

A video documentary was produced 
portraying the life of a FGM victim , how FGM 
changed her life , due to the psychological and 
physical scarce and the horror that the 
operation has left her to live with, in her life. 
Till this day when she recently reached the 
age of  28 and a mother of 3 children , she has 
concurrent nightmares of how gruesome her 
father and mother treated her only because 
they didn't want her to be any different from 
the other girls. Moreover, other people with 
differing occupations took part in the 
documentary to reflect upon their Knowledge 
Attitudes and Beliefs (KAB)towards FGM and 
how to curb if not eliminate it. 

Finally, a community reflect meeting was held 
in Bosaso-Bari Region in order to assess in a 
participative way whether if the stated 
objectives of the projects were achieved and 
the post-assessment of beneficiaries 
satisfaction in the involvement of  project 
planning, designing and implementation was 
made. 
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   TABLE 1: SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED 

1.1. CAPACITY BUILDING TRAINING FOR 10 
WOMEN FACILITATORS  

In order to build the capacity of 10 young 
women facilitators (6 from Bosaso town and 4 
from Galkayo town) and to have them 
equipped with the essential tools so as to 
enable their trainings of our  beneficiaries to 
have a positive impact on them , CORD 
organized 5 days of orientation trainings 
which  were held sequentially in Bosaso  from 
the 6th to the 10th of April.  

However, the aim of their initial trainings 
were primarily to have them run after 
completion, HIV and FGM education sessions 
as smoothly as possible for women in Bari and 
Mudug regions of Puntland .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The themes of the training included among 
others HIV prevention,  treatment and how to 
care for (stigma reduction towards) People 
Living With Aids(PLWA) etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facilitator is giving an introduction about          
the 5 days Capacity building Training 

Implemented Activities   Description     # of Direct  
Beneficiaries 

#of Indirect/ 
Beneficiaries 

Capacity building training workshop 5 days 
Trainings 

10 young women 
and facilitators 90 

Police Workshop Training on Protection 
& Human rights   held in  Bosaso-Bari 

Region 

3 days Training 30 police and       
governmental 

officials 

150 

Outreach workshop trainings on FGM 
(Dalawayn- Bari Region) 

2 workshops 
training * 3 days 

Training 
60 participants 300 

Workshop trainings on 
HIV/AIDS(Bosaso-Bari Region) 

2 workshops 
training * 3 days 

Training 
60 participants 300 

Distribution of IEC materials Bosaso-
Bari Region & Galkayo-Mudug Region 

  200 IEC materials 
distributed 200 Unlimited 

     Radio Broadcasting/TV of anti-FGM 
and HIV awareness messages 

On a continues 
basis 5 Unlimited 

Day of dialogue held in Bosaso-Bari 
Region and  Galkayo-Mudug Region 

  6 sessions in the 
past six-months 298 participants 1490 

Community Reflect & Review Meeting 
held in Bosaso-Bari Region 1 meeting 12 participants 60 

Total: Direct/Indirect beneficiaries: 
 

           625                         2140          
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2. TWO OUTREACH WORKSHOPs TRAININGS 
ON FGM CONDUCTED IN DALAWAYN 
VILLAGE-BARI REGION  
 
A three days workshop training on FGM was 
conducted at Dalawayn village which is a 
remote village roughly 180 km from Bosaso 
town on the 2nd to the 7th of May. The 
organized  workshop was attended by 60  
participants for each workshop which were 
composed of farmers and pastoralists 
belonging to both sexes.  
 
The village is inhabited by an approximate 300 
families and their main means of livelihood 
are through the selling of tomato, union,  
pepper and potatoes crops which grow in 
their plantation and through the selling of 
their sheep's, goats etc, in Bosaso and the rest 
of Bari Region. 

The training focused on the areas of health 
issues and Islamic perspective related to FGM 
practices. People being very religious had to 
be strategically approached through the 
presentation of Islamic scriptures and 
narrations from the sayings of our prophet 
which all severely oppose FGM. 

In the 6 days workshop some of the 
participants were given the opportunity to 
share their experiences related to FGM, many 
of the women there present told about the 
physical and emotional harm that it has 
caused them, and that if it was not for our 
religion we would not go against the huge 
pain that it caused us.  

 

 

 

 

 

The facilitator got the backing support of 

the Islamic chief who was very influential in 

his village and assured his villagers that the 

narrations of the prophet where authentic 

and that FGM should be stopped and he 

said'' I will start with abandoning myself 

because this is truly what our religion 

commands us!! ''The villagers cheered with 

amazement and couldn't believe with their 

ears what he said since he was a big 

supporter of FGM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Islamic Chief                                     
Denouncing FGM in front of the Villagers 
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The facilitator showed them basic facts from 
the narration of the prophet which proved 
that FGM is totally unislamic and inhuman 
and should be abolished. He further added 
that due to some people whom gain from this 
practice(FGM practitioners) by encouraging 
people to proceed with its continuation and 
perpetuate that it's Islamic , they are doing 
this only to make money out of the false 
testimonies that they provide.  

However, some mothers argued that this 
practice has been there cultural habit for 
centuries and that is   deeply rooted in Somali 
society, and they further stressed that 
without this practice they would lose their 
loyalty in front of the man and never got 
married in the first place. He again elaborated 
about the health consequences and what 
Islam truly teaches about FGM, later on one 
of the Islamic chiefs of the village stood up 
wanting to see the narrations of the prophet, 
which to his surprise where true! 

The facilitator got the backing support of the 
Islamic chief who was very influential in his 
village and assured his villagers that the 
narrations of the prophet where authentic 
and that FGM should be stopped. He said'' I 
will start with abandoning myself because this 
is truly what our religion commands us. ''The 
villagers cheered with amazement and 
couldn't believe with their ears what he said   
since he was a big supporter of FGM. 

2.1. In general  the main topics which have 
been presented are shown below. 

 Female Genital Mutilation and social life 

 The health consequences of Female 
genital mutilation 

 Female genital Mutilation and Islam 
 
 
 

2.1.2. Outcome of 6 days FGM workshop 
training in Dalawayn village : 
 

 People have had controversial views 
regarding FGM but most of them changed 
their previous beliefs towards this 
practice after having been convinced by 
the influential Islamic chief  . 

 The villagers now understand that Islam 
doesn't permit FGM after an extensive 
Islamic presentation by the facilitator. 

 The idea that FGM could not be damaging 
the health of the girls and women as 
some believed have been illustrated with 
facts that it did . 

 Some of the participants have made at 
the end of the workshop a declaration of 
oath promising to refrain from practicing 
upon their children FGM. 

3. TWO HIV WORKSHOPs TRAINING FOR 
COMMUNITY AT LARGE HELD IN BOSASO-
BARI REGION 

Community Organization for Relief and 
Development kicked off a three days ( from 
the 4th to the 9th of May 2013) HIV/AIDS 
awareness workshop to sensitize a group of 
60 people from Bosaso town about HIV/AIDS 
education, prevention and how  someone 
could contract the virus. The participants 
were mixed in gender belonging from various 
settings of the community among those 
participating in the seminar included ; 
midwives, traditional birth attendants, 
circumcision practitioners, IDPs, Refugees 
,Asylum seekers and HIV infected people.       
The workshop training was mainly based on 
HIV/AIDs and its dire consequences was 
integrated with the FGM component to 
exhibit in a concise manner how extremely 
correlated these two are. Since the Somali 
birth attendance and midwives perform their 
services without giving consideration about 
the cleanliness of their delivery tools, and this 
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is often done due to being unaware that HIV 
can indeed spread with unsterilized tools. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIV WORKSHOP TRAINING FOR COMMUNITY AT LARGE 

Among others, stigma reduction was also 
embedded in the three days training since 
without informing the people about what the 
Islamic perspectives and International human 
rights state against stigmatizing people living 
with AIDS (PLWA) , stigma reduction wouldn't 
be reached if not pushed forward at the level 
that people would accept them in their daily 
lives as they are and allow them to integrate 
in the community. 

TABLE 2. SOME OF THE TOPICS HIGHLIGHTED IN 
THE THREE DAYS WORKSHOP: 

I. HIV/AIDS II.FGM 
Introduction to HIV Introduction to FGM 

in Somali context 
What is the 
difference between 
HIV and AIDS? 

 
 
How correlated are 
FGM and HIV? 

HIV prevention, 
contraction and 
diagnose where to 
approach when to 
know if infected or 
not? 

 
 
Islamic perspectives 
of FGM  

Islamic perspectives 
of HIV and how to 
treat PLWA 

 

  The participants when questioned about 
whether if they spoke openly in the society 
about HIV/AIDs many said honestly that they 
were too shy or afraid to speak about this 
issue since it was something that they 
seriously liked to avoid in their daily 
discussions whenever possible. The facilitator 
expressed his beliefs towards HIV and said 
that it's a normal dieses and questioned that 
the participants whether they spoke about 
having flue, headache and other 
communicable diseases. He further added 
that this was similar with HIV only that it is 
something that until this day no cure has been 
found only medical drugs that tend to boost 
the immune system and allow a person to 
fight back the virus and these drugs are called 
as he put it ''ARV drugs ''. 

The participants curiosity to the drugs was 
high when one of them asked where it was 
available, the facilitator informed them that 
before getting those medical drugs they had 
to undergo an HIV test at the nearest VCT 
center in Bosaso in order to find out whether 
the person truly needed them. The 3 days 
training encouraged young spouses before 
marriage to test themselves for HIV in order 
to save their lives. Furthermore, extensive 
information was given on how to prevent and 
how easily it is now-days to get infected with 
HIV.  

After having analyzed thoroughly during the 
workshop training discussions what the 
symptoms of HIV/AIDS where and where not, 
those who believed to have the symptoms of 
HIV/AIDS where urged to go for a blood test 
and that at the end of the workshop they 
could come forward to CORD whom promised 
to  keep their identity anonymous and he/she 
would be referred to the local VCT center in 
Bosaso. 

A brief overview was given about FGM and its 
correlation with HIV when multiple knives are 
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employed to more than one girl/women and 
in this respect this was the same when the 
midwives and traditional birth attendance 
employ the same procedure at work. 
Therefore, it was envisaged to midwives and 
birth attendance to be careful in handling 
their patient and to clean their tools properly 
before getting to work. 

3.1. Outcome of 6 days HIV workshop        
training in Bosaso town : 

 The participants learned all the aspects of HIV 
and promised to share the lessons of the 
training workshop with their families, friends 
and co-workers. 

 Midwives and traditional birth attendance 
promised to be cautious and that cleaning      
their tools before work was one of the ways 
that they could prevent HIV from spreading. 

 Three persons came forward after the training 
workshop to make a blood check whom 
taught that they had the symptoms which 
could lead to HIV/AIDS.(CORD is planning to 
prepare a video documentary which reflects 
upon the lives of PLWA in the upcoming six-
months.) 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. HUMAN RIGHTS AND PROTECTION 
TRAINING FOR BOSSASO POLICE OFFICERS  

Two protection and human right trainings 
were conducted by CORD on 16th,17th and 
18th of June for 30 police officials in order to 
educate them on International humanitarian 
law and refugees, IDP rights and Human 
Rights; particularly in relation to women’s and 
child rights and minority groups. Furthermore, 
the participants where provided with these 
essential skills so as to enable them to 
integrate these approaches into their day to 
day routine duties.  

At the end of the two days workshop the 
facilitator gave the participants the 
opportunity to share their perspectives 
regarding the  fact that not much is being 
done to capture the perpetrators who commit 
human rights violations, especially to IDP 
women and young girls and that those whom 
often commit those crimes come from the 
police  cycle. 
 
 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND PROTECTION TRAINING 
FOR BOSSASO POLICE OFFICERS  
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4.1. OUTCOMES OF THE PROTECTION AND HUMAN RIGHTS WORKSHOP:  

Some outstanding outcomes have been made in regards to human rights and protection which are 
as follows: 

 The participants promised to adhere to the lessons learned and respect the rights of the most 
vulnerable people in the community 
 

 The participants have announced to work closely with CORD in exchanging information regarding 
human rights violations and to penalize whomever breaks human rights in general without being 
impartial  
 Women and Children rights violations where regarded as the ones who deserved the outmost 
attention since they were among the most vulnerable 
 The participants made an oath to look at the violations committed to IDPs very seriously and to 
put those committing on trial 
CORD at the end of the workshop handed over to some of the rape, attempted rape, domestic 
violence etc. cases which have recently recorded to the police and governmental official

5. HUMAN RIGHTS CASE WORKERS    WORKSHOP TRAINING 

CORD as pre-planned facilitated 5 days training of its Human Rights  volunteers on the 20-24 of April 
so that they may perform adequately the field data collection of various human rights violation. They 
gained more knowledge and experience on how to do investigation, documentation, monitoring and 
advocacy of human right violation cases. Hence , the five days workshop training has been pivotal to  
have them conduct their day to day data collection activities effectively. 

CORD data collection volunteers have been able to take their training right on to the field with 
outstanding results whereby they visited hot-spots which has high HIV or STI prevalence, areas 
where most of the women and girls are at risk of exploitation, abuse and violence etc. During the 
foregone six months CORD human rights data collectors have documented and submitted their cases 
to the CORDS human rights sector which have  provided various types of support to their 
beneficiaries which shown on the below table: 

Type of Human rights 
 violations Reported 

  Location    # of cases 
reported 

Counseling 
cases 

  Referral 
cases 

Domestic Violence 
Attempted rape 
Physical rape 
Child abuse 
Forced marriages 
Early marriages. 
 

   Bosaso 
 
   Galkayo 

       22 
 
       34 

        7 
 
       12 

      4 
 
      7 

Total: Reported cases 
 

   Bosaso & Galkayo 56 19 11 
 

TABLE 3.SIX MONTHS REPORTED CASES 
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5.1. Outcome of Human Rights volunteers 
training: 

 The human rights volunteers capacity 
has been enhanced. 

 With the application of the trainings 
methodologies  on the field there 
work it has allowed them to 
communicate and gather information 
much better than before. 

 Their ability to assess, gather data and 
provide the necessary help to victims 
of Human Rights violations has been 
strengthened.  

 
 Team cohesion and collaboration 

among one another is much better 
than previously. 

 The human rights volunteers are now 
more confident in their work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS VOLENTEERS TRAINED                               
ON DATA COLLECTION 

6. DAY OF DIALOGUE 

With the Day of Dialogue (DOD)as an initiative 
for  change of unhealthy cultural behaviors 
and as a systematic tool addressing to one 
another their different perceptions regarding 
FGM and HIV in a conducive environment of 
discussion. Consequently, It is aimed at having 
the various people in the community to come 
together and discuss with the trained young 
women facilitators issues surrounding  risks 
which are related to HIV and FGM. In 
addition, these day of dialogue initiative is 
part of the key methods of changing peple 
negative attitudes towards people living with 
HIV and how to consider them as part of the 
community without sidelining them. Thus the 

DOD in its entirety works as a key strategy for 
community integration, cohesion and stigma 
reduction. Within 3 months time DOD young 
women facilitators conducted a total of 15 
sessions(9 sessions in Bosaso and 6 
Galkayo).The DOD team reached a total of 
298 beneficiaries (179 in Bosaso and 119 in 
Galkayo).  

Day of Dialogue: Case # 1 

Zainab: is an IDP women and has been 
circumcised herself during her childhood days and 
after having had a dialogue about her experience 
of FGM she said'' I found it really painful when 
they cut my female genitals without giving me any 
drugs to withstand the horrible pain, after the 
operation the pain was so immense that i had it 
very difficult in urinating for weeks''. However, she 
now has three daughters which among them two 
are circumcised the facilitators persuaded her to 
not perform FGM on her last daughter ,in order to 
spare her the pain that she herself has gone 
through. She agreed to abandon this practice after 
a long daunting dialogue. 

 
As far as this project phase is concerned the 
young women facilitators working in pairs of 
two were able to organize and  educate the 
various beneficiaries in Bosaso and Galkayo, 
the day of dialogue has truly impacted the 
participants understanding of how correlated 
HIV and FGM can be if not proper sterilized 
equipments are used, however this was not 
meant that FGM was permissible at all but 
this strategy was used in order to teach them 
of the bad consequences and health risks 
attached to FGM. The methodologies applied 
by the women facilitators made DOD 
participants feel at ease to question, seek 
answers and share their experiences. 
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The pain and trauma of the procedure, which 
almost none are prepared for, can have 
lifelong effects. As well, the de-infibulations 
process can have serious and long-term 
psychological consequences. In some of the 
cases that have been raised  by the 
participants in the Day of Dialogue include: A 
woman was involved in the process of de-
infibulation is so traumatized on her wedding 
night, that she burns herself to death. In 
another case, a husband is taunted by his 
family for being unable to have sex with his 
circumcised wife. He responds by forcing 
violent intercourse and her obvious pain and 
screaming traumatize him to the extent that 
they cease to have a sexual relationship. 

They are soon divorced, and his mental health 
deteriorated steadily. In yet another case, the 
husband is unable to de-infibulate his wife 
and eventually attempted to commit suicide 
for not being man enough to satisfy his wife. 
This and many other shocking FGM cases have 
been portrayed by the participants during the 
DOD sessions.  

Regarding HIV/AIDS the cases that have been 
raised were among a women who was found 
to be HIV positive was locked in a room by her 
parents and blamed her for having committed 
adultery and now as a result she had to pay by 
locking her indoors. 

BOSASO DAY OF DIALOGUE 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Day of Dialogue : Case # 2  

Farah: is a truck driver as told by his wife and he 
used to drive goods to and from Ethiopia and was 
addicted using kat chewing and hanging around 
unofficially with women who used to make tea for 
him during his chewing of Kat narcotic (a plant 
which has the properties of being a stimulant drug) 
.After a serious headache and  flue he could no 
longer drive his truck and was in bed for weeks 
his wife took him to the hospital and after having 
undergone a blood diagnose they found out that 
he was HIV positive. His women was terrified 
about that and was suspicious that he may have 
got in contact with an infected women after having 
an illegal sex during one of his trips to Ethiopia. 
After having persuaded by the facilitators to do a 
blood test she now has accepted to go the nearest 
VCT center to check on her medical condition with 
the assistance of CORD. 

 

Another case was a man who presumably as a 
participant said'' got infected with HIV/AIDS 
after having gone to the barber which used 
the same scissors of an earlier infected man 
to the man who got infected he was also 
stigmatized by his friends which didn't spoke 
to him. His family stigmatized him so much 
that he fled from his parents house and has 
become psychologically ill due to so much 
stigma and humiliation by the people he 
loved.  

Stigma is a great threat for PLWA to live a 
dignified, integrated and peaceful life the only 
means of eradicating stigma is through wide 
scale awareness and anti-stigma education 
programmes in order to educate people that 
drinking, eating and shaking hands with PLWA 
is not how you can become infected. 
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6.1. Outcomes of DOD in Galkayo-Mudug 
Region and Bosaso-Bari Region: 

 Participants have different points of views 
regarding PLWA integration in the 
community. 

 Some believed that its inhuman for a 
mother to abandon her child if she came 
to find that he/she is infected. 

 Others agreed that stigma is due to 
ignorance and if ignorance is won over by 
educating people than a change of attitude 
would be possible. 

 HIV has been agreed by some male 
counterparts to be a disease that the 
infected is destined to carry by God and 
this person must be respected for this. 

 FGM was believed by some to be very 
important to preserve the virginity of the 
girls and to provide her easy access to a 
husband for marriage. 

 

 It was also said that FGM can be 
eliminated but it will take the efforts of 
many actors the community, 
Governmental and Non-Governmental 
Organizations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7. MEDIA OUTLETS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GALKAYO DAY OF DAILOGUE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 DAY OF DIALOGUES  
# OF ACHIEVED 
BENEFICIARIES  

Bosaso Pairs 

Ap
ri

l 

M
ay

 

Ju
ne

 

To
ta

l 

1 13 22 24  

2 18 20 16  

3 21 23 22  

Total A 52 65 62 179 

Galkayo Pairs     

4 19 23 25  

5 17 19 16  

Total B 36 42 41 119 

Total=April 
+May+ June 

                                                      298 
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7.1. Radio Debates  

Two Debates have been conducted in Bosaso-
Bari Region and Galkayo-Mudug Region on 
the 13th of April and on the 2nd of May 
respectively, one related to  the effects of 
FGM and the other on the effects of HIV/AIDS 
and how to reduce stigma related to PLWA.  

  Those invited to partake in these educative 
and knowledgeable debates included Civil 
Society activists, FGM survivors, local 
influential and opinion leaders such as 
prominent doctors and sheiks. However, in 
order to increase the impact of the debates in 
a visualized manner a TV station was 
contacted to broadcast the debate live on TV 
channel. 

 7.1.2. Radio Messages Aired 

'' In every living society there are ways of 
getting through its people's  heads with the 
behavioral changing messages that tend to 
work through persistent and continuous 
usage of the radio which is one of the most 
effective medium to send the message across 
and have a desirable impact on the general 
public''. 

These are the words of a radio broadcaster of 
SBC in Bosaso -Bari Region who released anti 
FGM and HIV/AIDS messages on air during the 
past six-months.  

In the foregone 6-months CORD contracted 
the most famous radio stations in Bari Region 

 which is SBC and Mudug Region being it 
Daljir, these two local radio stations released 
the anti-FGM and HIV/AIDS messages during 
the times where the people are mostly at 
home and getting ready to listen to BBC 
Somali. Therefore, it was agreed between 
CORD and the radio stations that they should 
air the messages every 5/10 minutes before 

the launching BBC Somali on air. The strategy 
used was apparently very effective since 
almost 75,000 thousand people got to hear 
the awareness raising messages in the first 
phase of the project!  

 7.1.3. The messages that have been aired 
include as follows: 

 

7.1.4. Outcome of the messages aired 
through the radio 

     CORD gained recognition and credibility 
among most vulnerable people in the society 
in particular PLWA and FGM victims after 
having realized that their issues regarding 
their protection were raised through the 
radios and published on the news papers by 
CORD in partnership with Bread for the world. 

A. SOMALI B. ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION 

1. Hooyo Ilaahay 
ka baq oo ha 
ogolaanin 
jarjarida hilibka 
Gabdhaha Kuna 
soo biir 
Dadaalka Bread 
for The World 
iyo CORD ee ka 
hortagga 
Gudniinka 
Fircooniga Ah. 

1. Mother be fearful 
of God and don't 
allow your girl to 
be mutilated, join 
Bread for the 
World and CORDs 
efforts in the 
prevention and 
eradication of 
FGM. 

2. Ha faquuqin 
qofka lanool 
HIV/AIDS ee soo 
dhawaay, salaan 
la cun wax ,la 
shaah wax  iyo 
ixtiraam sii sidii 
aad adiga u 
jeclaanla heeyd 
in laguu 
ixtiraamo. 

2. Don't stigmatize 
PLWAs rather 
welcome them, 
eat with them, 
shake hands with 
them, have tea 
with them, and 
treat them with 
the same respect 
as you would like 
to be treated with. 
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    Discontent of FGM among the population 
is being more and more realistic since after 
having given information on the bad 
psychological and physical consequences of 
the practice. 
    HIV is viewed as a virus and AIDS is viewed 
as how the virus develops itself into the body 
of the person carrying it and this is something 
that before the intervention people could not 
distinguish from one another. 

8. DISTRIBUTION OF IEC MATERIALS 

 

MOTHER IS RAISED AWARE ABOUT FGM AND IS 
PERSUADED NOT TO ALLOW FGM TO HER GIRLS 
 

 
A SHOPKEEPER IS RAISED AWARE 

 ON THE DANGERS OF FGM AND HIV BY CORD 
HUMAN RIGHTS VOLUNTEERS 

During the past six months CORD human 
rights volunteers have been able to distribute 
around 200 pamphlets, stickers, etc. to many 
places in and around public gatherings where 
many people come together such as schools, 
cafeterias, shops. The motto of the IEC 
distribution event was mainly to have people 
informed in an indirect way on the negative 
side effects of FGM.HIV/AIDs education was 
also exhibited by the IEC materials distributed 

as a means of indirect spreading of the 
message anti-FGM and reduction of stigma 
against PLWAs  since many of those 
thousands of people had not the opportunity 
to attend the workshops. 

  8.1. Outcome of IEC materials distribution:
  

 literate people of various community 
settings in Galkayo-Mudug Region and 
Bosaso-Bari Region approach our 
messages of Anti-FGM and HIV/AIDS 
posted on the walls and are becoming 
more and more familiar with or 
programme.  

 The illiterate ones can understand the 
message by looking of the pictures of 
Anti-FGM and HIV/AIDS. 

 People exchange thoughts and 
perceptions related to the pictures 
bearing anti-FGM and stigma reduction 
messages. 

 

9. COMMUNITY REFLECT AND REVIEW 
MEETING HELD IN  BOSASO-BARI REGION 

  On the 26th of June, 12 people  were 
mobilized in districts of Bosaso (Bari Region) 
in order to  participate in a community 
reflection meeting  organized by CORD.  This 
one of the first every six month gatherings 
that will be held  to reflect on issues 
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considering adjustments, and maintain 
enthusiasm and unity of thought about 
processes of community project participation 
and integration among the target groups. 
Those gathered from all walks of life reflected 
on activities implemented over the last 6 
months, sharing what they had learned in 
applying the HIV/AIDS and Stigma reduction 
teachings into neighborhood settings and the 
community at large. Furthermore, CORD 
presented project activities in the 
district/region with highlights of 
achievements, targets and strategies and the 
way forward for the upcoming six-months.  
CORD  also presented current  challenges in 
carrying out activities and sought support of 
participants in addressing how to overcome 
those challenges  

10. DOCUMENTARY ON FGM  

  A Documentary Has Been Filmed In Bosaso 
Town Reflecting The Social Dynamics of FGM 
such as health, religion, ,economy and stigma. 
Furthermore, this documentary gives 
emphasis on the life of a victim to FGM  a 
Young Women Named Anab, She Has Now 3 
Children and describes the horrendous 
consequences of FGM and how she wishes to 
tell her story to the whole Somali society 
about how bad this cultural habit of FGM is . 

11. CONCLUSION  

The project phase (I) ended with success as 
many people got the message across either 
through the direct or indirect participation of 
FGM and HIV/AIDS educational program. 
Furthermore, there were no deviations 
encountered during the past six-months 
which would have hindered the smoothness 
running of the project. People's participation 
in the workshops and DOD's where very 
participative, educative, and interesting  as 
well, as we learned from them as much they 
learned from us by sharing  experiences and 
beliefs of the subject of concern. Regarding, 
outreach workshop training approach it was 

very welcomed by the villagers since as they 
told CORD it was their first meeting with an 
NGO whose aim was to eradicate FGM in all of 
Somalia but in particular rural areas and 
wished for its continuation. 

In order to assess in a participative way 
whether if the stated objectives of the 
projects were achieved CORD in a 
participative way with its beneficiaries 
highlighted that the six-months stated 
objectives where reached without any 
constraints that could have the project 
delayed or not run fully as pre-planned. In the 
project post-assessment beneficiaries 
satisfaction of  their in the involvement of  
project planning, designing and 
implementation, it was understood that from 
this participative assessment the beneficiaries 
where more than satisfied and found that 
they had pretty much to add on how things 
where accomplished and achieved during the 
project phase (I). 

12. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 The various communities in Galkayo-
Mudug Region and Bosaso-Bari Region 
highly recommend for more  workshops 
trainings for the less fortunate's ones in 
this six-months to have the opportunity to 
attend  .  

 It is was further recommended by the 
target groups to provide cash-for work 
support so that the Traditional FGM 
practitioners could find other means of 
survival e.g. starting their small 
businesses. 
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